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What’s happening at
Brown Memorial
Woodbrook

When I ask people at Brown Woodbrook what’s important to them about
our church, almost invariably I will hear that one of the things that makes
Brown Woodbrook a special place for them is our music. We are blessed
with a superb choir, four soloists, an exceptionally talented Director of
Music, and an amazing organ. While we enjoy hearing musical anthems
and postludes, offertory music and preludes, congregational singing is
also a vital part of our worship life and musical experience. Through the
hymns we sing we express our faith and we learn about God and what
God has done in Jesus Christ. Through the hymns that we sing, we offer
prayers to God and praise to our Creator and Redeemer.
It is a fairly widely accepted belief that a denomination’s hymnbook is
outdated after 20 years and that a new collection of hymnody needs to be
developed to keep congregational singing vibrant, vital and meaningful.
The blue Presbyterian Hymnal is now 26 years old and we are hoping to
transition to the newest PCUSA hymnal, Glory to God, during this fall.
In typical Presbyterian fashion, our denomination established a committee to prepare the new collection of hymns for congregational singing.
The committee carefully and prayerfully selected the hymns to be included in the new hymnal over a three year period. They reviewed over
10,000 hymns that had been suggested for inclusion and examined each
one for a variety of factors including “singability”, theology, and textual
clarity. A 2/3 majority vote was required to move a song forward in the
process. In one of their final steps, the committee examined and sang
through the complete contents of the new hymnbook in its proposed order.
The hymnal follows denominational practice in seeking to use inclusive
language with reference to the people of God and expansive language
with reference to God. Some pronouns referring to people were updated
from “men” to more common words such as “people” or “folk”. In some
cases the original language was restored and the hymnal committee made
a significant effort to include hymns from the global church.
Continued on page 3
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Events throughout our nation in recent times have made it clear that
racism still exists and that it creates
inequality, destroys justice, and
leads to despair and violence. This
is a topic that we need to explore.
One of the Co-Moderators of the
PCUSA General Assembly suggested that a book entitled, Waking
Up White by Debby Irving, might
provide a good starting point for
conversations among Presbyterians.
The book’s jacket says: “For
twenty-five years, Debby Irving
sensed inexplicable racial tensions
in her personal and professional relationships. As a colleague and
neighbor, she worried about offending people she dearly wanted to befriend. As an arts administrator,
she didn’t understand why her diversity efforts lacked traction. As a
teacher, she found her best efforts
to reach out to students and families
of color left her wondering what
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she was missing. Then, in 2009, one
“aha!” moment launched an adventure of discovery and insight that
drastically shifted her worldview and
upended her life plan.”
Irving’s book, Waking up White and
Finding Myself in the Story of Race,
chronicles her journey of discovery
and offers a personal exploration of
how Americans are socialized to hold
racial biases and stereotypes. She offers a manual to begin to deconstruct
those false beliefs and reach a deeper
understanding of modern-day racism.
Randy Clayton will be facilitating a
conversation on three Monday evenings in September about this book
and some of the questions she raises
in it. Please read the book and join us
in the Church Library at 7:00 PM on
September 12, 19 and 26 as we explore some of the themes in this book
and how they intersect with our lives.

Christian Education for Children for Fall 2016
There will be two church school classes this fall for the children. The oldest children will be
“Learning to Use and Love their Bibles.” They will also begin to attend the entire worship service about
once a month. Karen Bartell will be the main teacher for this fall to keep some continuity for this group’s
activities. I would welcome a helper each week. We will be meeting in the Nursery space, so there will be a
bit of furniture preparation to do each week.
The youngest children will continue with Bible Stories and activities. We will need a team of volunteers to staff this class.
This is a call for a volunteer who likes to do bulletin boards. There are several boards that need to
be freshened up this fall and Karen’s looking for volunteers to adopt one, either one time only, or to monitor
it during the school year. If this interests you, please talk with Karen Bartell.
If you are interested in helping with either class, even occasionally, please talk with Karen. The sign
up schedule will soon be available on the bulletin board near the office.
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Gathering Sunday, September 11, 2016
Once again Gathering Sunday events are being planned. During
worship there will be a “Blessing of the Backpacks” for children
and teachers as they begin a new school year. All are invited to
bring their backpacks to this service. We will also recognize the
teachers that morning.
Following worship, there will be a picnic style lunch. Members are invited to bring
side dishes and desserts. Craft activities will be available for the children, following lunch.

Continued from the cover.

Glory to God contains over 850 hymns (compared to about 600 in the blue Presbyterian Hymnal). Although
there are more hymns in Glory to God than in the Presbyterian Hymnal, the new song book is approximately
the same size as the old one.
If you value music in worship we invite you to consider donating one or more copies of Glory to God . Each
hymnal is $20 and they can be donated in memory or in honor of someone if you desire. The deadline for donations is the end of September.
I have used Glory to God in a prior church and grew to love it. So did the congregation, the choir and the
church’s music director. I think we, at Brown Woodbrook, will find it to be a wonderful resource for our worship too.
Randy

INTERNATIONAL LUNCH CLUB
On Thursday, September 8 at 1p.m., come try Remo's of New York at 8811Waltham
Woods Road, 410-665-0580. (Just south of Perring Plaza Shopping Center, make a left
turn at Waltham Woods Rd.) Our "Underground Gourmet" promises you will like this
Italian menu. Make your reservation by calling Elsie Wong at 410-296-3955 or
elsiew59@gmail.com. Carpoolers meet at BMWPC at 12:30 p.m. Start your Autumn
off with good friends and great pasta!
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Bible Story ~ Nature Camp 2016
By Karen Bartell
We had a very successful week
of activities in July. Nineteen
children were enrolled. The
youngest attending was a two
and a half year old, younger
sister, who kept up with the pre
-Kindergarten class of four and
five year olds where her
brother was a student. Their
mother was one of our daily
volunteers. These youngest
were taught by Julie Wach
with Azra Bartell as her Junior
Helper. The next class of five
and six year olds were taught
by Bobbie Cook with Paris
Day as her Junior Helper. The
oldest class included eight children, seven to ten year olds.
They were led by Linda Bluth
with help from
Jocelyn Taylor,
Christopher Newton
and Elena Storey.
Our stories
from the Old and
New Testament were
told each day by a
different storyteller.
Pastor Randy launched us on
Monday with storytelling, The
Parable of the Sower. Jocelyn
told the story of Lydia, the
seller of Purple on Tuesday,
and Karen Bartell told of
Paul’s Conversion on the Road
to Damascus on Wednesday.
The oldest class, under the
guidance of Jocelyn, dramatized the story of Ruth on
Thursday and Linda concluded
the week by telling the story
about Jesus Welcoming the
Children.
On Friday morning the

children sang some songs they
had learned with Jocelyn, and
retold some stories for the families that were gathered. As they
left, each child carried home a
bag full of arts and crafts that
were created during the week.
Our craft leader was Elsie Wong
with help from Jessica Jackson and
Scott Wong, Jr
helper. One highlight activity was
helping each child
tie-dye a T-shirt with
the name of the
church and camp on
the back.
Each day the children
engaged in a walk around the
property to look at nature or
some items of interest. Ajax
Eastman, Katherine Stanka and
the teachers led these. The
youngest children spent some
time each day exploring the various playgrounds. The children
also engaged each day in a Science related activity led by
Sarah Crawley, Kristin Morrow
and the class teachers.
The Junior. Helpers received a certificate for the 23
hours of work service for that

week. Just imagine that each
teacher spent at least an equal
amount of time during the week
of Nature Camp. All of them
also spent a great deal of time
during the weeks before in
preparation activities. Tony Mason, Michele Hanna, Jane
Houck, Sherry Peck and
Patricia Short each contributed
time and skills doing the behindthe-scene activities. The week
was successful, because a large
team of volunteers donated their
creativity, time and skills to
make it an interesting experience
for the children. A very special
Thank You to this large team of
volunteers. Your efforts have
helped make it another successful summer experience
for the children of the
community and congregation.
For those who
are interested, there are
a couple of display
boards on the table near
the office showing
some of the summer Bible Story
~ Nature Camp activities. Stop
by and have a look.
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Story Time Play Group
Once again Brown Memorial Woodbrook Presbyterian Church and the Weekday School will cosponsor a weekly Story Time Play Group activity
for parents with their babies and toddlers. This is
our fourth year of making this available free for
families in the community. It is a good way for
families to connect with other families with young
children and to give their babies and toddlers, even
preschoolers, an opportunity to be engaged in social
experiences. If you know of a young parent that
might be interested in attending this program with their child on a
Tuesday morning, please invite them to join us. Families can register by calling the church any morning and talking with Michele.
The sessions will begin about the middle of September. Church
members are invited to join us any week to greet and get to know
the families and to serve the simple snack as a sign of our hospitality.

GARDEN ON THE HILL
The garden on the hill is producing like crazy even as we attempt to “out fox” the deer who are determined to
get into the tomatoes. We've made regular runs to GEDCO and ACTC to share our kale, chard, beans, beets,
eggplant, zucchini and peppers; and still have plenty
to share with the congregation.
With gratitude to all who have helped to plant and
maintain the garden and to our Creator who makes
the sun to shine and the rain to fall.
The Garden Committee
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Music is a critical component to worship, and is highly valued here at Brown Woodbrook Church. In order to keep our congregational singing fresh and vibrant, we are
hoping to replace our 26 year old Presbyterian Hymnal with the new Presbyterian
hymnal called, Glory to God. We invite you to help make the new hymnals possible
by donating one or more hymnals. Each hymnal costs $20 and can be donated in
memory or in honor of someone or some important event in your life. Deadline for
donations will be September 30, 2016.

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number:_________________________________________________________________
Quantity # ______x $20.00 = _________ (Total amount enclosed)
If you are ordering multiple books and would like them dedicated to different individuals or events,
please fill out a complete dedication block for each.
Dedicated in MEMORY or HONOR of (PLEASE CIRCLE)
__________________________________________________________

Given by
__________________________________________________________

Dedicated in MEMORY or HONOR of (PLEASE CIRCLE)
__________________________________________________________

Given by
__________________________________________________________

Dedicated in MEMORY or HONOR of (PLEASE CIRCLE)
__________________________________________________________

Given by
__________________________________________________________
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Deadline for the October Herald will be
9 AM Friday, September 16
Please submit all information, articles, and reports
to the Church Secretary via e-mail:
office@bmwpc.org
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Keep up with what’s going on at our
church by checking our Facebook
page, Brown Memorial Woodbrook
PCUSA. And, while you are doing
that, please “Like” us.
You can help us spread the word about
this congregation by “checking in” on
Facebook when you come to worship
or to a meeting or an event.

CHOIR
Our choir’s well deserved summer vacation is almost over and we look forward to their return on September 11. We’d also like to invite those who love
to sing to consider joining the choir for this season. Choir rehearsals resume
on September 8. If you are interested in becoming part of the choir, please
speak with Peter Morey.
We are also desperately seeking handbell ringers. If you don’t know how to
play the handbells but want to learn and join the Handbell Choir. We will be
glad to teach you. And, if you have played them before, rekindle that joy by joining now. If you are
interested in considering becoming part of the Handbell Choir, please contact Peter Morey.
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SEPTEMBER

Birthdays
David Boersma
Nora Wach
John Carpenter
Eleanor Schwartz
Sherry Peck
Sarah Crawley

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Woodbrook at Broadmead
Tuesday 10 AM
Contact Sally-lyn Duff at 443-578-8387
or wsduff925@comcast.net for more
information.

2
7
10
13
14
24

Our weekly e-mail is an important way
that our church has of communicating with you If you are not on our
weekly e-mail distribution list,
please sign up. You can sign up on
our website or you can call or e-mail
the church office and request to be
added.

Session
Rev. Dr. Randy Clayton, Moderator
Class of 2016
Betsy Toole, Clerk
Elizabeth Ceanfaglione
Katherine Stanka

Class of 2017
Elsie Wong
Tom Crawley
Bobbie Cook

Class 2018
Karen Ceanfaglione
Linda Bluth
Paul Voreacos, Treasurer

Board of Deacons
Class of 2016
Tom Eastman
Dottie Phipps
Anne Stone

Class of 2017
Edie Cleaves
Mimi Cooper
Phyllis Ross

Class 2018
Jane Houck
Elena Storey
Bob Gist
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Sun

10:30 Worship &
Communion
11:30 Gathering Sunday &
Fellowship
1 PM Woodbrook Players
7:00 Boy Scouts

11

19

11:00 AM Staff Mtg
5:30 Yoga-RM 8
7 PM Waking up White

12

Thu

7 PM Woodbrook
Players
7 PM Compassionate
Friends

7

8 PM Choir Rehearsal

15

8 PM Choir Rehearsal

8

Wed

14

22

Tue
1

10 AM Broadmead
Bible Study

7 PM Woodbrook
Players
7 PM Boy Scout Committee Mtg.

8 PM Choir Rehearsal

8 PM Choir Rehearsal

13

21
10 AM Broadmead
Bible Study

20

10 AM Broadmead
Bible Study

7 PM Woodbrook
Players

29

27
10 AM Broadmead
Bible Study

7 PM Woodbrook
Players

28

6

2

10

3

16

24

17

30

23

Sat

3 PM Boy Scouts Court of
Honors

9

Fri

September 2016
Mon

18

11:00 AM Staff Mtg
5:30 Yoga-RM 8
7 PM Waking up White

5
LABOR DAY

10:30 Worship
11:30 Fellowship
11:30 Town Hall Mtg.
7:00 Boy Scouts

26

Office Closed

25

11:00 AM Staff Mtg
5:30 Yoga-RM 8
7 PM Waking up White

10:30 Worship
11:30 Fellowship
7:00 Boy Scouts

10:30 Worship
11:30 Fellowship
12 Session
7:00 Boy Scouts
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A Congregation of the

CORE VALUES
We commit to living out God’s love through:
Compassion
Learning
Inclusion
Faith
VISION 2016
In five years God will see us
1) welcoming all God’s children;
2) sharing Christ’s love with others;
3) intentionally and actively building our faith to
understand God’s purpose for us;
4) using our physical resources sustainably to
honor God; and
5) celebrating God’s love with abandon.

Staff:
The Rev. Dr. Randy Clayton, Minister
Peter Morey, Director of Music
Karen Bartell, Intergenerational Ministry Coordinator
Anthony Mason, Sexton
Michele Hanna, Church Secretary
Cindy Zhao, Financial Secretary

Website: www.bmwpc.org
Phone: 410-377-7232
Fax: 410-377-9115
E-mail: office@bmwpc.org

